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The routing for the streetcars was carefully chosen to generate the greatest potential ridership. 

The Portland  
Streetcar

& MAX  
Light Rail Line  

Good Samaritan Hospital  
is at the northern end  
of the Streetcar line on  
N.W. 23rd Avenue. Here  
car 002 stops across from  
the hospital before  
heading back downtown.  
frank s. miklos

The Skoda cars are air-conditioned, with 
low-floor center sections to meet Americans 
with Disabilities (ADA) requirements. They 
are shorter and narrower than the cars used 
for the MAX service, and all five streetcars 
have a different combination of colors. One 
is blue on one side and teal on the other, and 
another is blue and orange. The remainder 
are teal and orange, red and orange, and 
blue and red. 

On opening day more than 1,000 peo-
ple lined downtown streets, and hundreds 
more stood along the curbs in residential 
neighborhoods to greet the parade of street-
cars. A Brazilian-style band preceded the 
first car, which was decorated with a green 
wreath and bright red roses. City officials 
tossed brightly colored beads to the onlook-
ers, who cheered the passing streetcars. For 
the balance of the weekend passengers were 
allowed to ride the streetcars for free.

The routing for the streetcars was care-
fully chosen to generate the greatest poten-
tial ridership. It serves the most densely pop-
ulated neighborhood in the state with some 
20,000 residents per square mile. It passes 
an abandoned railroad yard that is slated for 
major residential and commercial develop-
ment. The existence of a permanent, visible 
mass transit service was recognized as key 
to the revitalization of the neighborhoods. 
Unlike bus routes, which can be too eas-
ily changed, a rail line reflects a long-term 
commitment to the provision of a regular 
transportation service. Also, people like 
the experience of riding the streetcars for 
pleasure, but will not go out of their way 

just to ride a bus. 
A shop facility and yard for the streetcars 

is located under the I-405 freeway overpass 
at 15th Avenue. It occupies the entire block 
between Northrupt and Lovejoy Streets. 
Inbound and outbound tracks criss-cross 
near the south end of the line at the inter-
section of 10th Avenue and Market Streets, 
where a switch allows cars to turn back. 

There is also one switch at 10th Avenue 
and Morrison Streets for a physical connec-
tion to the MAX light rail trackage. This is 
primarily intended to allow the Skoda street-
cars to have access to TriMet’s light rail shops 
if heavy maintenance is required. 

The streetcar tracks are set in the right-
hand traffic lanes adjacent to the curb lane 
parking spaces on 10th and 11th Avenues, 
Northrupt and Lovejoy Streets and 23rd 
Avenue, but they use the left-hand traffic 
lanes on Market Street, 5th Avenue and Mill 
Street at the southern end of the line. The 
streetcars follow the same traffic rules as 
all other vehicles on the streets where they 
operate. They stop for traffic lights and can 
run at the posted speed limits where traffic 
conditions allow. 

At streetcar stops the sidewalks are extended 
across the parking lane to meet the street-
car track and to provide a station platform 
with a small shelter for waiting passengers. 
The platforms are not high enough for per-
fectly level boarding, but the streetcars have 
retractable ramps for wheelchair passengers. 
Stations are long enough for only one street-
car since the vehicles are not equipped for 
operation in trains. 




