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The present day Czech Republic comprises 30,450 
square miles of land, just slightly smaller than the country 
of Austria or the state of South Carolina. The population, 
as of the official Czech census of 2001, is 10.2 million. 
Of that, 1.2 million, or about 12 percent, live in Prague. 
Brno is the second largest city at 366,000 inhabitants. 
While Prague is widely celebrated for its natural beauty, 
Brno is largely unknown in this hemisphere. That’s 
a shame, because it too has a beautiful setting with  
a large and varied tram system and, unlike Prague,  
a large trolleybus network as well.

The Tatra (CKD/Praha) PCC is still king in the 
Czech Republic. The legacy of the 18,000 that were built 
on the east side of Prague for much of the Soviet Bloc 
between 1951 and 1999 is the immaculately maintained 
(and largely modernized) fleets of these cars in several 
models that provide all or a major portion of service 
on every Czech system. The ubiquitous T3, produced 
between 1960 and 1989, is represented on every system 
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in the republic. The T2, its predecessor (1955–62), still 
makes a showing on two systems (Brno, Liberec), as 
well as being part of the museum fleet in Prague. The 
T1, the model that started it all and owes its design 
directly to Transit Research Corporation design patents 
granted in 1946, was represented in museum cars in 
both Prague and Ostrava, the latter fully restored 
and operated for the delight of the group. Rounding 
out model types are the K2, basically the articulated 
version of the T3 (Brno and Ostrava), the more modern 
three-section articulated KT8 (Brno, Plzen, Prague, 
Ostrava) and the T6A2 single unit, the last of a great 
line of designs from Tatra/CKD. It was one of these 
that made its way briefly to New Orleans.

Besides the revenue fleet, most systems have one or 
more historic cars in their collections and a healthy 
assortment of work equipment, many of which were 
once revenue cars. The ERA group was able to enjoy 
a number of these. Others were seen during tours of 
depots, yards and shops. Prague has a magnificent 
collection in a now inactive depot in the northwest 
part of the city. This includes the “mother ship” T1, the 
one built reportedly as the prototype for the eastern 
bloc PCCs that followed.

The Czech Republic has recognized the benefits 
of tram operation, which manifests itself in renewed 
infrastructure, line extensions, often to light rail 
standards, new rolling stock and thorough moderniza-
tion of the Tatras, to include padded seats, modern 
lighting and “next stop” indicators. In many cases, 
the improvements include conversion of propulsion 
systems to electronic chopper control. Two properties 
were also experimenting with low-floor center sections 
on their newer, three-section Tatra KT8s.

Considerable thanks go to long time ERA members 
Jeff Erlitz and Noah Caplin for their efforts in 
organizing and conducting this tour.

Part of the ERA tour group 
enjoying traditional Czech 
fare, which means, among 
other delights, pilsner beer.
jeff erlitz

May 2003  
Trip Itinerary

Tuesday, May 20 | Brno
Depart Prague at 8:57 a.m., 
arrive Brno (via train) at  
11:47 a.m. Early lunch in the 
dining car.

Wednesday, May 21 | Prague
Free day in Prague. Tour of 
Metro facilities.

Thursday, May 22 | Liberec
Depart Prague at 8:41 a.m., 
arrive Liberec (via bus) at 
10:15 a.m.

Friday, May 23 | Ostrava
Depart Prague at 7:05 a.m., 
arrive Ostrava (via train) at 
11:36 a.m. Breakfast and early 
lunch in the dining car.

Saturday, May 24 | Prague
Prague historic tram charter; 
group dinner in the evening.

Sunday, May 25 | Prague
Prague historic tram charter.

Saturday, May 17 | Prague
Welcome dinner.

Sunday, May 18 | Prague
Prague historic tram charter.

Monday, May 19 | Tabor
Depart Prague at 9:17 a.m., 
arrive Tabor (via train) at 
10:46 a.m.




